
Report to: Communities Committee, 12th March 2019

Report of: Corporate Director – Homes & Communities

Subject: REVIEW OF THE HOSTING OF WHIPPET RACING AT PERDISWELL

1. Recommendation

1.1 That the Committee note the findings of the review and actions set out at 
Appendix 1 and  delegate authority to the Corporate Director (Homes and 
Communities) to agree the terms of a licence with the Whippet Club to 
regulate the ongoing use of the Perdiswell site for whippet racing.

2. Background

2.1 The Worcester Whippet Club was formed in 1962 by three founding members and is 
still in operation, managed by a committee.  The Club currently has a membership of 
more than 20 people which is considered to be a substantial number for a whippet 
club in this area. (Whippet racing still has a strong following in the North Midlands).

2.2 Worcester Whippet Club first started on a playing field at Diglis, and then moved to 
Pitchcroft, which proved unsuitable due to flooding. The next move was to land at 
the Trotshill, which proved short lived due to building works. The Club then arrived 
at their present location, Perdiswell Park, in 1972 where they have remained for the 
past 46 years.

2.3 The Club have moved around the Perdiswell site during that period originally starting 
in their current location, they then moved to a position adjacent to the golf course in 
the late eighties, before returning to their original position running parallel with the 
canal in the Spring of 2016, when work to provide new grass football pitches 
commenced.

2.4 The current track has a slight incline, which helps a dog’s stamina, and a lush, green 
grass surface, which is kept in excellent condition with regular cutting in the summer 
months. The surface was previously maintained by the City Council Environmental 
Operations team but this changed with effect from the 1st April 2018 when the Club 
took over the responsibility themselves having arranged appropriate insurance 
cover. WWRC race all year round, on Saturday afternoons or Sunday mornings in 
winter and Wednesday evenings in the summer months.

2.5 Following three recent complaints relating to concerns for the welfare of the dogs the 
Council took the decision to complete a review of the activity to determine whether it 
was appropriate for it to continue on this site beyond the end of March 2019. 

2.6 This report summarises the findings of the review, with a more detailed review 
report included at Appendix 1.



2.7 The review considered the following areas:
 Is the letting in line with any Council policies or arrangements for lettings of 

the space?
 Is this letting in contravention of any other Council policies?
 Is this letting in contravention of any legal requirements?
 Do the Club comply to any Health & Safety/Insurance requirements?
 Is the organisation undertaking the activities affiliated appropriately and 

managed by competent individuals?
 Are there sufficient checks and balances to sufficiently ensure that the 

activities being conducted on Council land are being conducted in line with 
any prevailing guidance issues to govern the activity?

 Animal Welfare
 Is there a trend of complaints being made concerning this organisation or 

activity?

2.8 The key findings of the review are located in Appendix 1; the key elements are listed 
below:

 No evidence of any previous formal agreement between the Whippet Club and 
the Council.

 No evidence of any contravention of other Council policies.
 No evidence of any contravention of legal requirements.
 Risk assessment completed historically but further development required.
 Appropriate insurance arrangements found to be in place.
 Club self governed via a Committee structure.
 Minimal affiliation requirements associated to this type of activity.
 No formal inspections as to the use of this site for whippet racing have been 

conducted by the Council
 No animal welfare concerns raised through ad hoc council officer (Community 

Services) inspections completed in June 2016 and November 2017.
 Six complaints received since the re-location of the track in May 2016 (3 

relating to Animal Welfare at an event held in August 2018, 2 relating to noise 
from an event held in August 2016, and an isolated incident of a disagreement 
with a member of the public in May 2016)

2.9 As a result of the review a licence agreement will be put in place which will require 
the licensee to pay an annual licence fee and submit support documentation such as 
risk assessments, programme of maintenance works and appropriate insurance 
cover.

2.10 The Authority will also appoint an Officer with the responsibility to ensure that the 
actions highlighted in Appendix 1 are completed as per the outlined schedule.

3. Preferred Option 

3.1 To enable whippet racing to continue on the designated course at Perdiswell Park 
with appropriate licence and monitoring arrangements in place.



4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 That the Club is served notice and requested to cease activity at Perdiswell. This 
would seem an unnecessary response as the review found that the vast majority of 
elements connected with the hosting of whippet racing at the site were satisfactory. 
It is also clear that this type of activity plays an important part of the Worcester offer 
for residents and visitors.

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications

There are no financial or budgetary implications connected with this report.

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications

Details of the new licence agreement need to be approved by the Legal Services 
team prior to proposed implementation with effect from 1st April 2019.

An appropriate Council Officer needs to be tasked with ensuring the 
recommendations made in Appendix A as a consequence of the review are 
completed as per the timescales identified.

5.3 Risk Implications

None arising from this report

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications

None arising from this report.  

5.5 Equality Implications

None arising from this report.

5.6 Human Resources Implications

None arising from this report.

5.7 Health and Safety Implications

The Whippet Club Committee will be requested to ensure that all grounds 
maintenance works completed are carried out and conform to the requirements of 
the licence agreement.

If the Club do continue on the site they will need to continue to adhere to the 
requirements of the PSPO for the area that has been in place since July 2018.

5.8 Social, Environmental and Economic Implications

The possible noise impact on a small number of local residents living nearby is a 
consideration, although the Club have worked to minimise this disruption by 
notifying residents of the dates of any forthcoming race meetings.
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